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Both the House and Senate have been busy this week voting through bills on their respective floors.  However, so far most of the bills have been on issues considered to be bi-partisan or involved results split along party lines.  Some of the more controversial issues are expected to be put on hold in the Senate, as Senate Democrats await Senator Courtney’s return.

One particular area of contention this session is the fight over Medicaid expansion.  Some legislators even believe the issue could extend the session if the two parties do not soon reach a resolution.  While Governor Branstad’s proposal calls for coverage of those who meet the federal poverty standards, Senate Democrats argue that this would exclude many Iowans who are in need of coverage.  They also argue that the Governor’s plan is unlikely to receive federal approval.  Senate Democrats anticipate debating the bill next week while the Governor is on a short vacation.

 LEGISLATION
SF 421 – E911
SF 421 modifies provisions applicable to the administration and funding of enhanced E911 emergency communication systems.  The bill eliminates existing voter referendum requirements regarding imposition of the local wire-line E911 service surcharge and the alternative surcharge applicable to wire-line communications contained in Code sections 34A.6 and 34A.6A, respectively. Additionally, the bill replaces current provisions authorizing imposition of the wire-line E911 service surcharge in an amount up to $1 per access line with a requirement that the surcharge be imposed at the $1 level. SF 421 increases the level of the emergency communications service surcharge from the current level of up to 65 cents per communications service number to $1 per service number.  The bill was approved by the Ways & Means committee.

SF 382 – No Contact Orders

SF 382 relates to the service of notice of no-contact orders and protective orders.  The bill provides that, in lieu of personal service of a no-contact order or a protective order, a sheriff of any county in this state or any peace officer or corrections officer in this state may serve the person subject to the order with a short-form notification to effectuate service of an unserved no-contact order or protective order. The bills allow service of a short-form notification during traffic stops and other contacts with the person by a sheriff, peace officer, or corrections officer in the course of performing official duties. The detention of the person shall be for a reasonable period of time to complete the short-form notification process. When the short-form notification process is complete, the sheriff, peace officer, or corrections officer serving the notification shall file a copy of the notification with the clerk of the district court which shall indicate the date and time the notification was served on the person. 
The short-form notification shall be on a form prescribed by the state court administrator. The state court administrator shall prescribe rules relating to the content and distribution of the form to the appropriate law enforcement agencies in this state. The form shall include but not be limited to statements that the person shall have no contact with the protected party, is responsible for obtaining a full copy of the no-contact order or protective order from the county sheriff of the county in which the order was entered or from the clerk of the district court, and that the terms and conditions of the no-contact order or protective order are enforceable, and the person is subject to arrest for violating the no-contact order or protective order.  The bill was approved by the Judiciary committee and awaits consideration on the Senate Floor.
SF 384 & HF 557 – Communications Devices

These bills establish a criminal offense for removing or attempting to remove a communication device from the possession of a peace officer.  Under the bill, a person commits removal of a peace officer’s communication device when the person knowingly or intentionally removes or attempts to remove a communication device from the possession of a peace officer, when the officer is in the performance of the official duties of the officer and the person knew or should have known the individual to be a peace officer.  Both bills await consideration on the Floor of each chamber.
SF 399 – Restraints on Pregnant In mates and Detainees
SF 399 relates to the use of restraints on pregnant inmates and detainees by identifying when such restraints can be used in a correctional, county or municipal facility.  The bill prohibits a correctional institution from using a restraint on an inmate or detainee known to be pregnant, including during labor, delivery, or postpartum recovery, unless any of the following apply: the inmate or detainee refuses to undergo a urine-based pregnancy test, if not visibly pregnant; the inmate has been confined for less than 24 hours at a correctional institution other than a state correctional institution; or a corrections officer makes an individualized determination that the use of a restraint on a pregnant inmate or detainee is necessary due to an extraordinary circumstance.

SF 399 was approved by the Senate Judiciary Committee and awaits consideration on the Senate floor.
HF 527 – DNA
Current law provides that a person who is convicted of or who receives a deferred judgment for an offense classified as a felony shall submit a DNA sample for DNA profiling.  HF 528 requires a person convicted of or who receives a deferred judgment for an offense that is classified as an aggravated misdemeanor to submit a DNA sample for DNA profiling.  The bill awaits debate in the House.
HF 535 – Confidentiality of Weapons Permit Information
HF 535 provides that, notwithstanding any other law or rule to the contrary, the commissioner of public safety and any issuing officer (county sheriff) shall keep confidential personally identifiable information of holders of nonprofessional permits to carry weapons and permits to acquire pistols or revolvers. The bill does not prohibit release of statistical information relating to the issuance, denial, revocation, or administration of nonprofessional permits to carry weapons and permits to acquire pistols or revolvers if such information does not reveal the identity of any individual permit holder, or the release of information to a law enforcement agency investigating a violation of law or conducting a background check. This provision applies to holders of nonprofessional permits to carry weapons and permits to acquire pistols or revolvers and to applicants for nonprofessional permits to carry weapons and permits to acquire pistols or revolvers on or after the effective date of the bill.
Additionally, HF 535 provides that a person who knowingly solicits, persuades, encourages, or entices a licensed firearms dealer or private seller of firearms or ammunition to transfer a firearm or ammunition under circumstances that the person knows would violate the laws of this state or of the United States commits a class “D” felony. A person who knowingly provides materially false information to a licensed firearms dealer or private seller of firearms or ammunition with the intent to deceive the firearms dealer or seller about the legality of a transfer of a firearm or ammunition commits a class “D” felony. Any person who willfully procures another to engage in conduct prohibited by this Code section shall be held accountable as a principal.
The bill does not apply to a law enforcement officer acting in the officer’s official capacity or to a person acting at the direction of such law enforcement officer.

HF 535 was approved by the House on March 18, 2013 by a vote of 95-3.  It now moves to the Senate for consideration.

