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The first funnel week of the 2013 legislative session has come to an end.  House and Senate committees worked hard to push through numerous bills before Friday’s funnel deadline.  To add to the difficult task, new bills were still introduced in both houses throughout the week.  Some were quickly voted through subcommittees while others were unable to move through the process in time.

Next week legislators will likely begin floor discussion on some of the many bills that were voted out of committees this week.  The Senate will face an unusual challenge in the coming weeks due to Senator Courtney’s absence.  Senator Courtney is currently recovering from a heart by-pass surgery performed last week.  His absence leaves Senate Democrats with only 25 votes.  While Senator Courtney is expected to return prior to the end of session, it is unclear how soon he will be able to return to the Capitol.

Many priorities of both the Iowa Peace Officers Association and the Joint Public Safety Board relate to funding.  Budgetary issues remain active for the entire duration of the legislative session and are exempt from normal policy deadlines.  Budget targets and proposals will begin to surface in the upcoming weeks.

IPOA LEGISLATION
All priorities of the Iowa Peace Officer's Association have survived the first legislative funnel.   These priorities include:

HF 337 – Sales Tax on Off Duty Law Enforcement Services

This bill exempts from the state sales tax those off-duty law enforcement services furnished by a peace officer with the knowledge and consent of the chief executive officer of the peace officer’s law enforcement agency.
HF 475 – GPS Warrants

HF 475 relates to the issuance of a search warrant regarding the use of a global positioning device.  The bill authorizes a peace officer to make an application to a judicial officer for the issuance of a search warrant to authorize the placement, tracking, monitoring, or removal of a global positioning device, if the application is supported by the peace officer’s oath and affirmation, including other facts and circumstances that establish sufficient grounds for granting the peace officer’s application, and probable cause for believing the grounds exist. Upon a finding of probable cause to issue a search warrant, the judicial officer shall issue the search warrant, commanding that the peace officer place, track, monitor, or remove the global positioning device.

Current law only allows a special state agent, defined in Code section 808B.1 as a peace officer of the department of public safety, to make an application to a judicial officer for the issuance of a search warrant for the placement, tracking, or monitoring of a global positioning device in Code section 808B.5(12).  Iowa Code Chapter 808, relating to general warrant authority of peace officers, is silent on the placement of such devices.  HF 475 would provide clarity to the issue.

HSB 128/SF 151 – Interference with Official Acts

Current law provides that a person commits the offense of interference with official acts if the person inflicts or attempts to inflict bodily or serious injury.  These bills provide that a person commits the offense of interference with official acts if the violation results in bodily or serious injury to a peace officer, emergency medical care provider, correctional officer, or other member of a protected class under Code section 719.1.
JOINT PUBLIC SAFETY BOARD

In addition to the priorities of IPOA, the following JPSB Policy Resolutions remain active:

SSB 1121 - MFPRSI State Contribution
This bill provides for a state appropriation to the statewide fire and police retirement system established in Code chapter 411 equal to 3.79 percent of the covered earnable compensation of the members.  The bill restores the standing state appropriation to the retirement system that was repealed by 2010 Acts, chapter 1167. The repealed language had set the state appropriation based upon the cost of benefits provided by the Acts of the 66th General Assembly but did not specify a percentage.

   
The bill also provides for an appropriation from the general fund of the state to the statewide fire and police retirement system fund for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2012, for $9.8 million. This provision of the bill takes effect upon enactment.

SSB 1172/HSB 133 – E 911

These bills modify provisions applicable to the administration and funding of enhanced E911 emergency communication systems.  The bills eliminate existing voter referendum requirements regarding imposition of the local wire-line E911 service surcharge and the alternative surcharge applicable to wire-line communications contained in Code sections 34A.6 and 34A.6A, respectively. Additionally, the bills replace current provisions authorizing imposition of the wire-line E911 service surcharge in an amount up to $1 per access line with a requirement that the surcharge be imposed at the $1 level. SSB 1172/HSB 133 increase the level of the emergency communications service surcharge from the current level of up to 65 cents per communications service number to $1 per service number.
