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February 25 - March 1
____________________________________________

The winter weather didn’t keep the legislators home this week.  While the session’s first funnel deadline looms, legislators saw an increase in daily subcommittee meetings.  On Thursday, more than 40 subcommittee meetings were held on various bills.  With the exception of Ways & Means, Appropriations and Government Oversight bills, next Friday marks the last day committees can move bills from within their own house.

Budget targets for this session were released this week by House Republicans and Senate Democrats.  House Republicans’ targets equal $6.4 billion, a three percent increase from 2012, while Senate Democrats’ propose targets of $6.9 billion.  The inconsistency in the two values can be explained by the differing amounts in the state’s available revenue and on-going revenue.  While there is $7.2 billion currently available, House Republicans believe that spending should not go beyond Iowa’s $6.54 billion in on-going revenue.

LEGISLATION
SF 284 – County/City Law Enforcement Agreements
This bill relates to agreements for the provision of law enforcement services by a county sheriff between counties and cities with a population of less than 1,000 by limiting contribution and payment rates. The bill limits contributions of funds and payment rates for cities with a population of less than 1,000 that are participating in an agreement for law enforcement services or in a unified law enforcement district. The bill limits the contribution and payment rates of such cities to no more than the actual costs of providing law enforcement services to those cities. The provisions of Code section 9F.6 shall be applied in determining the population of a city.  The bill applies to agreements entered into on or after July 1, 2013.
HF 371 – Mandatory Chemical Testing for OWI Resulting in Death
This bill relates to the mandatory submission to a chemical test by a driver of a motor vehicle involved in an accident involving death and making civil remedies applicable.

The bill provides that, notwithstanding any other provision of Code chapter 321J (Iowa’s operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated law) to the contrary, a person who operates a motor vehicle who is involved in a motor vehicle accident or collision resulting in death shall submit to a chemical test of the person’s blood to determine the alcohol concentration or the presence of a controlled substance or other drugs as soon as practicable following the accident in the same manner as prescribed in Code section 321J.11. The result of the test is admissible at trial if the court, after reviewing all the evidence, whether gathered prior to, during, or after the test, is satisfied that probable cause exists, independent of the test result, to believe that the driver of the motor vehicle was under the influence of an alcoholic beverage or other drug or a combination of such substances at the time of the accident.

If a person fails to submit to a test under the bill the department shall revoke the person’s driver’s license or any nonresident operating privilege as required by and for the applicable period specified under Code section 321J.9. A person who fails to submit to chemical testing is subject to license revocation for up to two years and shall not be eligible for a temporary restricted license for up to one year after the date of the revocation depending on whether the person has had a previous revocation under Code chapter 321J.
SF 273 – Driver Education Instruction by Peace Officers
This bill permits a person who is a peace officer or a retired peace officer to be qualified as a classroom driver education instructor. Currently, only persons holding a teaching license with an endorsement to teach driver education may qualify to be a classroom driver education instructor.

HF 340 – Ignition Interlock
This bill provides that a person’s election to keep an ignition interlock device installed in the person’s vehicle after the period of time the ignition interlock device is required to be installed shall not affect reinstatement of the person’s driver’s license or nonresident operating privilege if the person has met all of the requirements of reinstatement under Code section 321J.17 (conditions for reinstatement).
Current law provides that a driver’s license or nonresident operating privilege shall not be reinstated unless proof of deinstallation has been submitted to the department.
HF 337 – Sales Tax on Off Duty Law Enforcement Services
This bill exempts from the state sales tax private security and detective services furnished by a peace officer with the knowledge and consent of the chief executive officer of the peace officer’s law enforcement agency.

SSB 1201/HSB 190 – MFPRSI Technical Changes
These bills make clean-up and technical changes to the Municipal Fire and Police Retirement System (MFPRSI) to comply with federal tax law changes.  Additionally, the bills amends Iowa law to Permit the appointment of the city representative of the board to those specified officers or any city officer involved with the management of the financial matters of the city. The bills provide that this change takes effect upon enactment and applies retroactively to appointments to the board made on or after January 1, 2013.
SF 256 – Carrying of Weapons
This bill relates to the carrying of weapons including eligibility and training requirements and private establishment regulations.  The bill provides that an owner or operator of a private establishment may prohibit any person, including a person with a permit to carry weapons, from possessing or carrying weapons in the private establishment. Notice of the prohibition shall be prominently posted on conspicuous signs at every entrance to the establishment. 
SF 256 also changes the look-back provisions for prior weapons violations.  Under current law, an issuing officer (the commissioner of public safety or a sheriff) is prohibited from issuing a professional or nonprofessional permit to carry weapons if a person is ineligible for certain reasons, including for certain documented specific actions of the person, where at least one of the actions occurred within two years immediately preceding the date of the permit application, and probable cause exists to believe that the person is likely to use a weapon unlawfully or in such other manner as would endanger the person’s self or others. The bill amends this look-back provision from two years to four years.

Finally, this bill amends current firearm training requirements, which an applicant for a new or renewal permit to carry weapons must satisfy in order to be issued a permit to carry weapons under Code chapter 724, to include the requirement that such applicant qualify on a firing range within 12 months prior to the application under the supervision of an instructor certified by the national rifle association or the department of public safety or another state’s department of public safety, state police department, or similar certifying body. The bill specifies that internet firearm training courses do not satisfy the firearm training requirements in Code section 724.9.
SF 255 – Civil Service Requirments
Code section 400.1 currently requires a city having a population of 8,000 or more according to the federal census conducted in 1980 and having a paid fire department or a paid police department, to appoint a civil service commission. Code chapter 400 also establishes several other powers and duties of cities based on population as determined by the federal census conducted in 1980.

This bill requires the most recent decennial federal census to be used in determining the population of a city.
SF 251 – Weapons on School Grounds
Current law provides that a person who goes armed with, carries, or transports a firearm of any kind, whether concealed or not, on the grounds of a school (public or nonpublic) commits a class “D” felony.
This current law does not apply to a peace officer, when the officer’s duties require the person to carry such weapons; a member of the armed forces of the United States or of the national guard or person in the service of the United States, when the weapons are carried in connection with the person’s duties; a correctional officer, when the officer’s duties require; a person who for any lawful purpose carries an unloaded pistol, revolver, or other dangerous weapon inside a closed and fastened container or securely wrapped package which is too large to be concealed on the person; a person who for any lawful purpose carries or transports an unloaded pistol or revolver in a vehicle inside a closed and fastened container or securely wrapped package which is too large to be concealed on the person or inside a cargo or luggage compartment where the pistol or revolver will not be readily accessible to any person riding in the vehicle or common carrier; or a law enforcement officer from another state when the officer’s duties require the officer to carry the weapon and the officer is in this state for certain reasons.
The bill expands this list of exceptions to include a person who has in the person’s possession and who displays to a peace officer on demand a valid permit to carry weapons which has been issued to the person, and whose conduct is within the limits of that permit.
The bill was referred to a Judiciary subcommittee.

