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On Thursday Governor Branstad signed into law the first bill of the 2013 legislative session.  The bill changes Iowa’s tax laws to match the recent changes in federal tax laws and gives clarity to Iowa taxpayers prior to the upcoming tax deadlines.  This bill was the first legislation to pass both the House and Senate and it did so with no dissenting votes.

The Senate has begun work on property tax relief.  Senate Democrats are proposing legislation that would roll back the assessment of commercial property on the first $324,000 to the level of residential property.  Any amount over $324,000 would still be taxed at the current commercial rate of 100 percent of assessed value.  Governor Branstad has previously proposed a 20 percent rollback for commercial properties that would be phased-in over several years.

LEGISLATION
HSB 128 – Interference with Official Acts

Current law provides that a person commits the offense of interference with official acts if the person inflicts or attempts to inflict bodily or serious injury.  HSB 128 provides that a person commits the offense of interference with official acts if the violation results in bodily or serious injury to a peace officer, emergency medical care provider, correctional officer, or other member of a protected class under Code section 719.1.

Subcommittee was held in HSB 128 on Thursday, February 14th and the legislation was unanimously approved.  It now moves to the full Public Safety Committee for consideration.

HSB 127 – Communications Devices

HSB 127 establishes a criminal offense for removing or attempting to remove a communication device from the possession of a peace officer.  Under the bill, a person commits removal of a peace officer’s communication device when the person knowingly or intentionally removes or attempts to remove a communication device from the possession of a peace officer, when the officer is in the performance of the official duties of the officer and the person knew or should have known the individual to be a peace officer.  Violation is a Class D felony.
HSB 126/SF 111 – Radar Jamming Devices
Iowa law currently prohibits the sale, operation, or possession of a radar jamming devices.  HSB 126 and SF 111 expand the current law to apply to a broader range of devices that interfere with radar speed meters and laser speed meters. 

SF 180 – Pension Systems Review
This bill requires the public retirement systems committee to review public pension policy on an annual basis.
SSB 1172/HSB 133 – E 911
These bills modify provisions applicable to the administration and funding of enhanced E911 emergency communication systems.  The bills eliminate existing voter referendum requirements regarding imposition of the local wire-line E911 service surcharge and the alternative surcharge applicable to wire-line communications contained in Code sections 34A.6 and 34A.6A, respectively. Additionally, the bills replace current provisions authorizing imposition of the wire-line E911 service surcharge in an amount up to $1 per access line with a requirement that the surcharge be imposed at the $1 level. SSB 1172/HSB 133 increase the level of the emergency communications service surcharge from the current level of up to 65 cents per communications service number to $1 per service number.
SSB 1167/HSB 138 – No Contact Orders
SSB 1167/HSB 138 relate to the service of notice of no-contact orders and protective orders.

The bills provide that, in lieu of personal service of a no-contact order or a protective order, a sheriff of any county in this state or any peace officer or corrections officer in this state may serve the person subject to the order with a short-form notification to effectuate service of an unserved no-contact order or protective order. The bills allow service of a short-form notification during traffic stops and other contacts with the person by a sheriff, peace officer, or corrections officer in the course of performing official duties. The detention of the person shall be for a reasonable period of time to complete the short-form notification process. When the short-form notification process is complete, the sheriff, peace officer, or corrections officer serving the notification shall file a copy of the notification with the clerk of the district court which shall indicate the date and time the notification was served on the person. 
The short-form notification shall be on a form prescribed by the state court administrator. The state court administrator shall prescribe rules relating to the content and distribution of the form to the appropriate law enforcement agencies in this state. The form shall include but not be limited to statements that the person shall have no contact with the protected party, is responsible for obtaining a full copy of the no-contact order or protective order from the county sheriff of the county in which the order was entered or from the clerk of the district court, and that the terms and conditions of the no-contact order or protective order are enforceable, and the person is subject to arrest for violating the no-contact order or protective order.

SSB 1166 – Student Interrogation
SSB 1166 relates to interrogations of students in both public and nonpublic schools.

The bill provides that any interrogation of a student in a school by a law enforcement officer or by a school official at the invitation or direction of a law enforcement officer who is not a school official shall not take place without the presence of the student’s parent or legal guardian.

SSB 1165 – GPS Warrants
SSB 1165 is the companion to HSB 91 and relates to the issuance of a search warrant regarding the use of a global positioning device.  The bill authorizes a peace officer to make an application to a judicial officer for the issuance of a search warrant to authorize the placement, tracking, monitoring, or removal of a global positioning device, if the application is supported by the peace officer’s oath and affirmation, including other facts and circumstances that establish sufficient grounds for granting the peace officer’s application, and probable cause for believing the grounds exist. Upon a finding of probable cause to issue a search warrant, the judicial officer shall issue the search warrant, commanding that the peace officer place, track, monitor, or remove the global positioning device.

Current law only allows a special state agent, defined in Code section 808B.1 as a peace officer of the department of public safety, to make an application to a judicial officer for the issuance of a search warrant for the placement, tracking, or monitoring of a global positioning device in Code section 808B.5(12).

