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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Week 3:
January 28 - February 1
____________________________________________

Education was a top priority in the legislature this week. The first real action commenced on the Senate floor on Wednesday when it passed a package of education funding bills related to allowable growth. Democrats argue that setting the allowable growth rate at 4 percent is necessary for schools to begin the budgeting process. Republicans countered with the argument that education reform is necessary before the allowable growth rate can be set.

House and Senate Democrats each introduced a bill which would require statewide expansion of Medicaid. The bills would allow coverage for individuals within 133 percent of the federal poverty level. Republicans worry that the federal government will reduce its contribution to the state in the future, after initially covering 90 to 100 percent of the cost, making the expansion unaffordable.

On Thursday, multiple subcommittees were held on the topic of marijuana use in Iowa.  A proposal by the Office of Drug Control Policy would clarify that marijuana is a schedule I substance, and remove the ability of the Iowa Board of Pharmacy to implement rules regarding marijuana use for medicinal purposes.   The bill was approved by the subcommittee and now moves to the full House Public Safety Committee for consideration.  On the opposite end of the spectrum, a proposal was introduced by Representative Bruce Hunter that would create the Medical Marijuana Act, allowing for dispensaries and creating provisions for marijuana use in Iowa.  The subcommittee failed to approve this bill.
LEGISLATION
HSB 91 - Search Warrants
Allows a peace officer to request that a judge issue a search warrant allowing the use of a GPS device.
HF 75/SF 105 - Gun & Ammo Seizures

Makes a law enforcement agency that seizes a gun or ammunition the owner if the value is under $500 and requires that forfeited guns and ammunition with a value over $500 be transferred to the seizing agency. Allows the agency to use or sell the guns and ammo, and to keep the proceeds.
HSB 67 - Confidential Counseling Communications

Makes communications from a law enforcement officer, a fire fighter, an EMS worker, a jailer or parole officer, a corrections officer, and other similar groups, to a peer counselor a confidential communication. Defines peer counselor.
HSB 68 - Drug Control Policy Councils
Changes the membership of the Iowa Drug Policy Advisory Council to replace a member from the Iowa State Police Association to one from the Iowa Police Chiefs Association. Changes the meeting requirements from quarterly to semi-annual. Repeals the Pseudoephedrine Advisory Council.
SF 57 - Reserve Police Officers

Authorizes a reserve police officer who approved by the appropriate governing body is certified by ILEA to receive a non-professional gun carry permit.
SF 65 - 911 Ban

Bans private safety agencies from using 9-1-1 consecutively, either in a phone number or in an internet address.
HF 81 - Gun Carry Permits Confidentiality

Requires the Commissioner of Public Safety or the issuing officer to keep information about a non-professional gun carry permit confidential.
HSB 78 - DOT Matters

Makes certain emergency medical information provided by a license/ID holder a confidential record. Includes texting or using a mobile phone while driving a commercial vehicle as one of the offenses that can be used to determine if a CDL holder has two convictions in a three-year period. Makes changes in the time periods that an ignition interlock device is required for a person convicted of a 2nd OWI after reinstatement of their license. Strikes the $25 registration fee for electric vehicles and requires them to pay regular registration fees. Strikes requirements of studying the county driver’s license program. Strikes outdated provisions.
HSB 85/SSB 1096 - BOP Powers 

Allows the BOP to temporarily designate certain synthetic cannabinoids as Schedule I substances. Allows the BOP to temporarily designate substances as controlled substances if the BOP finds the substance is an immediate threat to public safety. Increases the penalty for the delivery of certain controlled substances to a Class D felony.
SF 79/HF 22 - Medical Marijuana

Creates the Medical Marijuana Act. Includes provisions for qualifying patients, lists diseases that qualify and establishes non-profit dispensaries. Includes other related provisions.
SF 84 - Missing Children Notification

Requires DPS to create a system to notify hunters of missing children. Requires that the hunting license application allow the hunter to subscribe to the automated email notification system. Requires DPS to work with DNR to publicize the system.
SSB 1081/HSB 90 - Prescription Drug Diversion

Increases the penalties for prescription drug diversion to a Class C felony. Requires the Iowa prescription monitoring program to include warnings the Medicaid fraud is a crime. Directs the BOP and the DHS to develop procedures to better track Medicaid patients subject to a prescription drug lock-in program.
SSB 1090 - Identity Theft

Excludes certain offenses by persons under the legal age (using identification of other someone else to buy tobacco or alcohol, to gain entry to a casino or age-restricted business, or to obtain employment in violation of child labor laws) from the definition of identity theft. Makes other identity theft violations a Class D felony regardless of the value of the theft.
SF 92 - Reserve Police Officer Credit

Allows a reserve peace officer to claim a $50 non-refundable tax credit. Requires the credit to be prorated if the officer only serves for part of the year. Does not allow someone to claim both the reserve police officer credit and a credit for being a volunteer fire fighter or EMS worker.
SF 96 - Justifiable Use of Force

Allows a person to use any reasonable force, including deadly force, and does not give the person a duty to retreat, if the person reasonably believes that the force is necessary to prevent death, serious injury or to prevent a forcible felony. Creates a presumption that the use of force is reasonable in certain circumstances (unlawful entry by an intruder through force or stealth into a home, car or business). Creates a presumption that the use is not justified if the person uses deadly force against a police officer in specified circumstances, or in a criminal activity, or in trying to remove a child from the other parent who has custody. Makes the person using reasonable force immune from civil or criminal prosecution unless the force is against a peace officer who is acting within the scope of duty. Prohibits an arrest unless there is probable cause. Authorizes attorney fees and compensation for a person arrested but found to have used reasonable force.
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