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With the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday this week, activity at the Capitol did not commence until Tuesday.  Despite the short workweek, legislators held numerous committee and subcommittee meetings.  This week marked the beginning of bill movement within policy subcommittees and the examination of Governor Branstad’s budget recommendations within budget subcommittees.  

This week also saw a political divide within the Senate regarding various policy proposals. Senate Republicans are proposing a tax credit that would be paid from the state’s surplus, resulting in an average of $750 in credits per family.  Meanwhile, Senate Democrats are focusing on a proposal which would require the state to expand Medicaid.
The special election for former Representative Brian Quirk’s seat in House District 52 was held on Tuesday. Democrat Todd Prichard defeated Republican Dennis Litterer by nearly 600 votes. Prichard is an attorney in Charles City and serves as the lead drug prosecutor in the Floyd County Attorney’s office. Prichard is expected to take his seat in the House next week.

LEGISLATION

HF 57 – Justifiable Use of Force
Allows a person to use any reasonable force, including deadly force, and does not give the person a duty to retreat, if the person reasonably believes that the force is necessary to prevent death, serious injury or to prevent a forcible felony. Creates a presumption that the use of force is reasonable in certain circumstances (unlawful entry by an intruder through force or stealth into a home, car or business). Creates a presumption that the use is not justified if the person uses deadly force against a police officer in specified circumstances, or in a criminal activity, or in trying to remove a child from the other parent who has custody. Makes the person using reasonable force immune from civil or criminal prosecution unless the force is against a peace officer who is acting within the scope of duty. Prohibits an arrest unless there is probable cause. Authorizes attorney fees and compensation for a person arrested but found to have used reasonable force.

HSB 32 – Child Porn Penalties
Increases the penalties for knowingly purchasing or possessing pornography involving a minor to a Class D felony and to a Class C felony for a second or subsequent offense. Makes second and subsequent offenses subject to special sentence conditions and registration as a sex offender.
SF 19 – Traffic Enforcement Camera Ban
Bans automated traffic enforcement devices as of July 2013, and requires local governments to end existing contracts for the use of such devices.

SF 20 – Traffic Enforcement Camera Money
Scoops all the fines collected from automated traffic enforcement devices beyond the contract costs for a special fund in the city or county with the devices. Requires the funds to be distributed to non-profits operating in the jurisdiction, as selected by a five-member committee.
SF 21 – Traffic Enforcement Camera Limits
Bars the DOT from setting up automated traffic enforcement devices. Allows cities and counties to use such devices (red-light cameras and speed cameras) but limits fines ($50 for offenses and for speeding violations, the same as in Code). Bars administrative surcharges. Requires a police officer to review violations. Includes other provisions and annual reports.
SF 27 – Headlights & Wipers
Requires that a car’s headlights be on when weather conditions require the use of wipers and when various weather and atmospheric conditions reduce visibility to 1,000 feet, in addition to current requirements on the use of headlights.

HSB 49 – Child Endangerment
Deems it child endangerment that has caused bodily injury, subject to criminal penalties, if an illegal drug is present in a newborn child (under 3 days) due to an act or omission by the mother.

HSB 51 – Criminal DNA Testing
Requires a person who is convicted of an aggravated misdemeanor, or who receives a deferred judgment, to submit a DNA sample. Allows a defendant convicted of an aggravated misdemeanor but who has not submitted a DNA sample to move for DNA profiling. Requires local governments to pay for unfunded mandates.

HSB 52 – Marijuana as Schedule I
Classifies marijuana in all forms as a Schedule I substance. Strikes the authority of the Board of Pharmacy to establish rules for medical marijuana.

HSB 53 – Confidential Warrant Information
Adds an employee of a law enforcement agency, if authorized in writing by the head of the agency, to the list of persons who can receive confidential information about a warrant.

HSB 54 – Meth Precursors
Adds sodium hydroxide, ammonia nitrate, ammonia sulfate and white gas to the list of substances subject to criminal penalties if possessed with the intent of manufacturing a controlled substance (methamphetamine).

HSB 55 – Illegal Drug Taxes
Includes imitation controlled substances and controlled substances under the excise tax for selling illegal drugs. Lowers levels before declaring a person to be a dealer to one gram or one dosage unit. Sets the tax at $1,200 for one gram/dose of controlled substances/hallucinogens/some stimulants and increases the surcharges for marijuana ($8 a gram; $1,200 a plant; other substances $400 a gram or $640 per 10 doses).

SF 33 – Distracted Driving
Strikes the current restrictions on adult drivers texting and driving. Establishes the broader offense of driving while distracted, including using a cell phone. Allows enforcement as a primary offense but does not allow tickets to be considered by the DOT under habitual offender provisions. Makes the fine $30, unless the offense causes injury or death. Increases the penalty for injury ($500 and up to 90-day license suspension) and death ($1,000 and 180-day license suspension). Does not strike provisions on drivers with intermediate licenses and does apply to the drivers.

SF 44 – Traffic Enforcement Camera Money II
Scoops all the fines collected from automated traffic enforcement devices beyond the contract costs for a fund to reimburse insurers for the costs of uninsured/underinsured motorist claims. Directs the Insurance Commissioner to adopt rules on the matter.
