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The 2013 Legislative Session once again is heading in to overtime.  The Session was scheduled to end on Friday, May 3, 2013, the 110th day. This is also the final day for which legislators are paid their daily per diem allowance.  As a result, legislators are more eager to find resolution on the major issues to be addressed: property taxes, education and the budget.

All of these major issues have been approved by the House and Senate, although in different forms.  While some are still bouncing back and forth between chambers as a part of the process, others have been assigned to smaller "Conference Committees" to iron out differences.  These conference committees are composed of House and Senate members but schedule meetings just like regular committees and are open to the public.

 LEGISLATION
The following bills/issues are still under consideration or waiting to be signed:
HF 527 – DNA Profiles for Aggravated Misdemeanors
Current law provides that a person who is convicted of or who receives a deferred judgment for an offense classified as a felony shall submit a DNA sample for DNA profiling.  HF 527 requires a person convicted of or who receives a deferred judgment for an offense that is classified as an aggravated misdemeanor to submit a DNA sample for DNA profiling.  The DNA samples may not be collected from persons under the age of 18, and specifically excludes the following offenses:

· Violations of Chapter 321 (Traffic/Motor Vehicle Regulations)
· Certain second offense violations of Chapter 321J (OWI)

· Violations of Chapter 716B (Hazardous Waste Offenses)

· Violations of Chapter 717A (Agriculture Production Offenses)

· Violations of Section 725.7 (Gaming)

HF 527 has been approved by both the House and Senate and will be sent to the Governor.

HF 644 – E911

HF 644 modifies provisions applicable to the administration and funding of enhanced E911 emergency communication systems.  The bill eliminates existing voter referendum requirements regarding imposition of the local wire-line E911 service surcharge and the alternative surcharge applicable to wire-line communications contained in Code sections 34A.6 and 34A.6A, respectively. Additionally, the bill replaces current provisions authorizing imposition of the wire-line E911 service surcharge in an amount up to $1 per access line with a requirement that the surcharge be imposed at the $1 level. SF 421 increases the level of the emergency communications service surcharge from the current level of up to 65 cents per communications service number to $1 per service number.  Finally, the bill includes a required efficiency study of the E911 system.   HF 644 was approved by both the House and Senate and will be sent to the Governor.

SF 452 - Standings Bill
SF 452, known as the Standings Bill, typically includes a variety of legislative and budget proposals.  Some of the issues include bills that failed to pass earlier in the session, while others are simply corrections to those bills already signed in to law.   Law enforcement issues included in the two versions of the Standings bill include:

· Confidentiality of Weapons Permits - requires the commissioner of public safety and any issuing officer (county sheriff) shall keep confidential personally identifiable information of holders of nonprofessional permits to carry weapons and permits to acquire pistols or revolvers. The bill does not prohibit release of statistical information relating to the issuance, denial, revocation, or administration of nonprofessional permits to carry weapons and permits to acquire pistols or revolvers if such information does not reveal the identity of any individual permit holder, or the release of information to a law enforcement agency investigating a violation of law or conducting a background check. This provision applies to holders of nonprofessional permits to carry weapons and permits to acquire pistols or revolvers and to applicants for nonprofessional permits to carry weapons and permits to acquire pistols or revolvers on or after the effective date of the bill.
· Straw purchasers - provides that a person who knowingly solicits, persuades, encourages, or entices a licensed firearms dealer or private seller of firearms or ammunition to transfer a firearm or ammunition under circumstances that the person knows would violate the laws of this state or of the United States commits a class “D” felony. A person who knowingly provides materially false information to a licensed firearms dealer or private seller of firearms or ammunition with the intent to deceive the firearms dealer or seller about the legality of a transfer of a firearm or ammunition commits a class “D” felony. Any person who willfully procures another to engage in conduct prohibited by this Code section shall be held accountable as a principal.
· 411 Pension Contribution - provides for a state appropriation ($9.6 million) to the statewide fire and police retirement system established in Code chapter 411 equal to 3.79 percent of the covered earnable compensation of the members for the current fiscal year.  Also restores the standing state appropriation at a fixed amount of $5 million to the retirement system.  
· Sales Tax on Off Duty Services - Exempts from the state sales tax those off-duty law enforcement services furnished by a peace officer with the knowledge and consent of the chief executive officer of the peace officer’s law enforcement agency.
· Radar Jamming Devices - Expand the current law to apply to a broader range of devices that interfere with radar speed meters and laser speed meters. 
· Public Safety Training Task Force - Established a public safety task force to evaluate training needs of police and fire throughout Iowa.  This provision is also contained in SF 447.
SF 452 has passed both the Senate and House but in different versions.  This bill has been assigned to a Conference Committee to reach agreement.  The Conference Committee is composed of the following:  Senators Gronstal, Jochum, Dvorsky, Bertrand and Whitver; Representatives Paulsen, Upmeyer, Soderberg, Hall and Lundby.
The following bills have been signed into law:

SF 384 – Interference
Senate File 384 makes it a simple misdemeanor to remove or attempt to remove a police officer‘s communication device, an aggravated misdemeanor to knowingly or intentionally take or try to take a communications device from a police officer to interfere with the officer’s duties or ability to communicate, and a Class D felony if the act results in bodily injury. The bill changes interference with official acts to require that person injure the police officer, EMS worker or other protected class worker and makes the crime an aggravated misdemeanor or a Class D felony, depending on the injury, or a Class D or a Class C felony if the person is a prison guard. The bill passed the Senate (50-0) and the House (77-17), and was signed into law by Governor Branstad.

HF 496 – No-Contact Orders
House File 496 allows a sheriff, peace officer or corrections officer to serve a no-contact order or a protective order with a short-form notification rather than personal service. It also allows use of the short-form notification during traffic stops and other contacts. The officer is required to file notification with the court of the short-term notification. The bill passed the House (98-1) and the Senate (49-0), and was signed into law by Governor Branstad.

HF 133 – Shooting Range Exemption
House File 133 exempts a shooting range used for the training of law enforcement officers that is used to from the distance prohibitions on firing a gun near an occupied building or feedlot. The facility must be owned by the state, a county or municipality and to not open to the general public. The bill passed the House (98-1) and the Senate (45-1), and was signed into law by Governor Branstad.

SF 145 – Warrant Information
Senate File 145 adds an employee of a law enforcement agency, if authorized in writing by the head of the agency and in conformance with DPS rules, to the list of persons who can receive confidential information about a warrant. The bill passed the Senate (46-0) and the House (99-0), and was signed into law by Governor Branstad.

SF 327 – MFPRSI Changes
Senate File 327 makes changes to MFPRSI (municipal fire & police retirement system). It defines a vested member as someone able to receive retirement benefits by completing four years of service or by being in service when reaching age 55 and allows a vested member with 22 years of service to receive a retirement allowance. The bill strikes the ability of a deceased member’s parents to elect to receive a monthly pension instead of a lump sum, if the decedent leaves no surviving spouse or children. It includes provisions to make this retroactive to 2007.  The bill passed the Senate (49-0) and the House (98-0), and was signed into law by Governor Branstad.

HF 530 – Iowa Drug Policy Advisory Council
House File 530 changes the meeting times of the Iowa Drug Policy Advisory Council from quarterly to semi-annual. It also repeals the Pseudoephedrine Advisory Council. The bill passed the House (98-0) and the Senate (49-0), and was signed into law by Governor Branstad.

SF 298 – Defining Sex Act
Senate File 298 defines ejaculating onto another person as a sex act for criminal offenses. The bill passed the Senate (49-0) and the House (98-0), and was signed into law by Governor Branstad.  
