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Week 2:
January 16-20
____________________________________________

With the Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday on Monday, January 16th, activity at the legislature did not commence until Tuesday.  Despite the short workweek, legislators held numerous subcommittee and committee meetings.  This week also saw the beginning of the budget subcommittee process as state agencies and other organizations begin presentations before various budget subcommittees to explain and identify their funding requests.
The Governor has also released his budget recommendations for FY 2013.  Included in his recommendations is an increase in funding for the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy of $100,000.  This increased funding comes after many years of significant cuts to ILEA.   Also included in the Governor’s recommendations is a $300,000 increase to the county confinement fund which is used to reimburse local jails for the cost of holding state prisoners.  

LEGISLATION

HF 2037 – GPS Warrants
Authorizes a police officer to get a search warrant to use a GPS device to track a suspect.

HSB 524 – Misdemeanor DNA Testing
Requires a person convicted of an aggravated misdemeanor, including deferred judgments, to submit a DNA sample.  Effective when the DPS receives funds for the profiling, but not before July 2012.

HSB 526 – Control and Operation of a Motor Vehicle

Clarifies Iowa Code to require that a person operating a motor vehicle to have control of their vehicle at all times.  Additionally, a person operating a motor vehicle must also reduce their speed when passing persons or animals on a public highway, emergency warning devices, slow moving vehicles and other various conditions on a public highway.

HSB 527 – Driving Lanes

Under current law, certain requirements apply to a person operating a vehicle on a roadway that is divided into three or more clearly marked lanes. Those provisions include a requirement that a vehicle be driven entirely within a single lane except when it is clearly safe to move out of the lane; a requirement to heed signage pertaining to slow-moving traffic or allocating specified lanes to traffic moving in the same direction; and a requirement for vehicles in a lane designated for slow-moving vehicles to yield the right-of-way to vehicles moving in the same direction in another lane when the lanes merge. HSB 527 makes those requirements applicable wherever a roadway is divided into lanes, regardless of the number of lanes.
HSB 528/SSB 3024 – Prisoner Medical Expenses
Makes an arrested person liable for the costs of their medical aid that are due to the conduct of that person during the arrest.

SF 2021 – School Bus Safety

Makes it a simple misdemeanor to illegally pass a stopped school bus for a first offense and a serious misdemeanor for second and subsequent offenses.  Adds failing to stop to the offenses for which punishment is enhanced for causing death or injury.  Requires a study on the effectiveness of cameras mounted on school busses.  Includes an appropriation for the study.

HF 2048 – Ban of Traffic Cameras
Bans the use of automated traffic enforcement systems.  Includes a definition of such systems.  Requires any current systems to be removed by July 2012 but does not invalidate the tickets issued under such a system prior to the effective date of the bill.
SSB 3027 – OWI Implied Consent

Includes refusing to consent to a blood test under the OWI implied consent law.
SSB 3028 – DNA Testing
Requires a person convicted of an aggravated misdemeanor, including deferred judgments, to submit a DNA sample.  Effective January 2013. (Department of Public Safety Bill)

SSB 3029 – DNA Testing
Requires a person convicted of an aggravated misdemeanor, including deferred judgments, to submit a DNA sample.  Effective when the DPS receives funds for the profiling, but not before July 2012.  (Attorney General Bill)  See HSB 524
SSB 3031 – Marijuana as a Schedule I
Makes all forms of marijuana a Schedule I controlled substance.  Strikes references to the authority of the BOP to establish rules for medical marijuana.  Effective on enactment.  (Office of Drug Control Policy Bill)
HSB 545 – Public Safety Employee Tuition
Requires the state universities and the community colleges to waive tuition and fees for an undergrad who is the child of a public safety employee who was killed in the line of duty.  Requires that the student be a resident of Iowa and under 26, or if a veteran, under 30, and to not be a convicted felon.  Allows the child of a public safety employee who meets these conditions to continue coverage under the applicable group health plan.  See SF 2016 in Senate Judiciary.









