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____________________________________________

Legislature Wraps Up First Legislative Funnel
February 24th marked the end to what is known as “funnel week” at the Statehouse.  The legislative funnel is a self-imposed deadline that helps legislators narrow down the number of bills that are eligible for debate.  There are two legislative funnels during the year, with February 24th being the first and March 16th being the second.  During the first funnel, a bill must at least be passed out of committee in order to continue to move through the process.  
While the funnel applies to most legislation, there are certain types of bills that are exempt from the funnel.  They include tax and spending proposals and bills sponsored by legislative leaders.  Although specific bills may not have survived the legislative funnel, they can always be resurrected through and amendment to an eligible bill.  Thus, a bill may technically die in the funnel, but the issue itself can still remain alive and be proposed in a variety of other ways.  Until legislators go home for the year, there is never a guarantee that any particular issue is dead. 
During the week of February 27th, legislative rules require that the Senate may only debate senate files and the House may only debate house files.  While committee work in both chambers will continue, there will likely be considerably more floor action.  You can listen to legislative debate by clicking on the following links:

House Live Audio:  

Windows http://stream.legis.state.ia.us/ChamberAudio/House/Silverlight.html

MAC http://stream.legis.state.ia.us/ChamberAudio/House/HTML5.html
Senate Live Audio:  

Windows http://stream.legis.state.ia.us/ChamberAudio/Senate/Silverlight.html

MAC http://stream.legis.state.ia.us/ChamberAudio/Senate/HTML5.html
Live Video (House only):  

http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&Service=livevideo
HSB 623/SSB 3137 – Emergency Commitments

These companion bills require ILEA to adopt rules on in-service mental health first aid training for law enforcement.  While the Senate version requires 8 hours every three years for such training, the House version permits the Director of the ILEA to determine appropriate training requirements.

Emergency Commitments:  The bills allow for the emergency commitment of an intoxicated person prior to the application for a court order at all times, and requires persons applying for an involuntary commitment to be informed of a pre-application screening process.  Additionally, a MH advocate must use the best practices for the advocate’s duty. 

Workgroup:  Requires that the current Judicial Branch/DHS work group continue work on SA/involuntary commitment problems.  Requires a report by December 2012.  

Diversion:  Directs CJJP to study a comprehensive statewide jail diversion program and to report by December 2012.
SSB 3137 was approved by the Senate Human Resources Committee by a vote of 13-0; HSB 623 was approved by the House Human Resources Committee by a vote of 21-0.  Both bills now move to the floor for consideration.
SSB 3028 – Misdemeanor DNA Samples
SSB 3028 requires a person convicted of certain aggravated misdemeanors, including deferred judgments, to submit a DNA sample.  Effective January 2013.  The bill was approved by the Senate Judiciary Committee by a vote of 11-2 and now moves to the floor for consideration.

SSB 3154 – Murder Solicitation
SSB 3154 creates a new offense relating to the solicitation to commit murder, and would be punishable as a Class C felony.  SSB 3154 was approved by the Senate Judiciary Committee by a vote of 13-0 and now moves to the Senate floor for consideration.
SSB 3177 – Sex Abuse Classifications
SSB 3177 creates the offense of sexual abuse in the 4th degree for certain acts, and would be punishable as an aggravated misdemeanor.  Under the bill, such offenders would be required to register as a Tier I sex offender but excludes their information on the sex offender internet registry.  Additionally, the bill specifies that an offender convicted of sex abuse in the 3rd degree shall not be subject to the special sentences created for sex offenders, and their information shall not be disclosed on the sex offender registry in certain cases of statutory rape. SSB 3177 was approved by the Senate Judiciary committee by a vote of 13-0 and now moves to the Senate floor for consideration.
SF 2003 – White Emergency Lights
SF 2003 allows the Department of Public Health to authorize on-call health professionals to use white emergency lights on their personal vehicles in emergency situations.  The bill would require the professional to apply to the Department for such a use.  SF 2003 was approved by the Senate Transportation, without recommendation, by a vote 11-1 and now moves to the Senate floor for consideration.
HSB 570 – Police Service Horses
HSB 570 would provide police horses the same protections for police dogs while the horse is in service.  Additionally, the bill creates and exception for a veterinarian who is treating the horse, or for a person acting in self-defense or the defense of another.  HSB was approved by the House Public safety Committee by a vote of 20-0 and now moves to the House floor for consideration.
HSB 603 – Salvage Theft
HSB 603 would require counties to adopt ordinances on salvage theft, defined as various scrap metals. The bill makes initial violations a simple misdemeanor but allows for the suspension or non-renewal of a license for subsequent violations.  HSB 603 was approved by the House Public Safety Committee by a vote of 20-0 and now moves to the House floor for consideration.
HF 2361 – Gun Law Local Preemption  (Successor to HF 2114)

HF 2361 strikes the current prohibitions on local governments regarding passing gun laws but states that the regulation of guns and ammunition is the exclusive domain of the state.  The bill does not prevent police agencies from adopting rules for police officers, courts from making rulings resolving a matter that is within the court’s jurisdiction and local governments adopting zoning ordinances.  Additionally, the HF 2361 applies only to local ordinances enacted after the effective date of the bill.
SF 2263 – Fire Protection and EMS  (Successor to SSB 3179)
SF 2263 transfers $750,000 in tobacco control money from the Department of Public Health to cities with populations less than 9,000 people for the purpose of EMS training.  Additionally, the bill adds an emergency manager to the Interoperable Communications Systems Board and requires the Governor to solicit recommendations from professional and volunteer organizations.  SF 2263 also requires public and private safety agencies to convey any needs or concerns to the Joint E911 Board in the area.  The bill also does the following:

Credit:  Creates a $500 tax credit for a volunteer FF or an EMS worker.  Allows a credit for only one position, prorates the credit for less than a year of service and caps the credit in the aggregate at $60 million.  

Tuition:  Creates a tuition benefit for the children of public safety employees who die in the line of duty.  Requires the child to be under 26, or 30 if a veteran, not be a convicted felon and be an Iowa resident.  Requires the state universities and community colleges to waive tuition and fees for such a student.  

Levies:  Allows townships to collect a fire or EMS charge in lieu of, or in addition to, property taxes.

Fines:  Doubles fines in emergency service zones (within 500 feet of a vehicle flashing emergency lights.  

Other:  Includes provisions on local emergency management commissions.  Requires DHS to adopt rules for IowaCare that include ambulance transportation.
SF 2257 – Move Over/Slow Down
SF 2257 makes changes to the “move over, slow down” law used when approaching and passing emergency, maintenance or tow vehicles.  Under the bill, a person would be required to reduce their speed to a speed that is both below the posted speed limit and reasonable and proper.  Additionally, the driver must be prepared to stop.  SF 2257 also establishes a new schedule of penalties license suspensions for violations, depending on the damage and or injuries caused by an accident.  SF 2257 was approved by the Senate Transportation Committee by a vote of 13-0 and now moves to the Senate floor for consideration. (S
HF 2157 – Expunging Charges
HF 2157 requires that dismissed charges be expunged from a person’s record when discharged from probation or under a deferred judgment.  HF 2157 was approved by the House Judiciary Committee by a vote of 21-0 and now moves to the House floor for consideration.
HF 2282 – Oversize Vehicles
HF 2282 authorizes the DOT to issue annual oversize vehicle permits for certain combinations of vehicles with oversize loads and established the combinations of sizes.  HF 2282 was approved by the House Transportation Committee by a vote of 21-0 and now moves to the house floor for consideration.
HF 2350 – Controlled Substances
HF 2350 makes it a Class D felony to possess ammonium nitrate, ammonium sulfate or sodium hydroxide with the intent to manufacture a controlled substance.
SF 2204 – Public Safety Training Fund

SF 2204 establishes a public safety training & equipment trust fund under the control of the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy.  The bill allows 10%  of the fund to be used for capital costs and designates the remaining funds for training, equipment, reimbursements and cash flow.  Additionally, the bill requires that 50% of the insurance premium tax collected by the State be used to fund the training fund.   SF 2204 was approved by the Senate State Government Committee by a vote of 9-6 and now moves to the Senate floor for consideration.
SSB 3170 – E911 Updates
SSB 3170 makes changes to references, definitions and other matters, including fees, related to E911 services to reflect updated technology.  Additionally, the bill was amended in committee to increase the wireless (cell phone) surcharge from 65 cents to one dollar.  SSB 3170 was approved by the Senate State Government Committee by a cote of 9-6 and now moves to the Senate floor for consideration.
HF 398 – Interference With Official Acts
HF 398 clarifies the charge of interference with official acts can be enhanced when the interferences results in injury to the officer.  HF 398 was approved by the House Public safety Committee by a vote of 12-8 and now moves to the House floor for consideration.  
SF 2090 – Providing Emergency Assistance
Imposes a duty on a person at the scene of an accident to give reasonable emergency assistance if the person knows that another person has suffered serious injury, to the extent that the person can do so without endangering the person or others.  Include efforts to get help from the police or EMS workers under reasonable assistance.  SF 2090 was approved by a vote of 9-6 and now moves to the Senate floor for consideration.
HF 2331 – GPS Warrants
HF 2331 authorizes any peace officer to get a search warrant to use a GPS device to track a suspect.  Currently, only special agents are permitted to make such application.  HF 2331 was approved by the House Judiciary committee and now moved to the House Floor for consideration.
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