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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Week 6:
February 13-17
____________________________________________

Next week is “funnel week” at the Statehouse.  The legislative funnel is a self-imposed deadline that helps legislators narrow down the number of bills that are eligible for debate.  There are two legislative funnels during the year, and week 7 week is the first.  During the first funnel, a bill must at least be passed out of committee in order to continue to move through the process.  Those bills that fail to pass out of committee are considered “dead” for the remainder of the legislative session.  
While the funnel applies to most bills, there are certain types of legislation that are exempt from the funnel.  They include tax and spending proposals and bills sponsored by certain legislative leaders.  Although specific bills may not have survived the legislative funnel, they can always be resurrected through and amendment to an eligible bill.  Thus, a bill may technically die in the funnel, but the issue itself can still remain alive and be proposed in a variety of other ways.  Until legislators go home for the year, there is never a guarantee that any particular issue is dead. 

LEGISLATION
HF 2037 GPS Warrant Applications
HF 2037 authorizes any peace officer to get a search warrant to use a GPS device to track a suspect.  Currently, only special agents are permitted to make such application.  HF 2037 was approved by the House Judiciary committee and now moved to the House Floor for consideration.

SF 2191 – Traffic Camera Fines

SF 2191 requires that the net revenue collected by a city or county from the use of traffic cameras be distributed to non-profits.  The distribution would be governed by a five (5) member citizen board that includes no elected officials.
SF 2200 – Banning Traffic Cameras
SF 2200 would ban the use of automated traffic enforcement devices except during an emergency declared by the Governor.

SF 2204 – Public Safety Training Fund

SF 2204 establishes a public safety training & equipment trust fund under the control of the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy.  The bill allows 10%  of the fund to be used for capital costs and designates the remaining funds for training, equipment, reimbursements and cash flow.  Additionally, the bill requires that 50% of the insurance premium tax collected by the State be used to fund the training fund.  

HF 2114 – Gun Law (Local Preemption)
HF 2114 strikes current prohibitions on local governments passing gun laws but states that the regulation of guns and ammunition is the exclusive domain of the state.  The bill does not prevent police agencies from adopting rules for police officers, courts from making rulings resolving a matter that is within the court’s jurisdiction and local governments adopting certain zoning ordinances.  This bill was approved by the House Public Safety Committee by a vote of 19-2 and now moves to the House floor for consideration.

SF 2189 – Reserve Officers

SF 2189 requires that reserve officers who are approved by the local governing body and certified by the ILEA to carry weapons be issued non-professional weapons carry permits.  Current law requires such persons to make application for a nonprofessional permit.

SSB 3155 – Administration and Regulation Budget (Governor’s Proposal) 

The Administration and Regulation budget contains funding for various areas of state government, including the Governor’s Office of Drug Control Policy.  The Governor’s proposal for such funding is $346,043, an increase of $56,000 over FY 2012.

HF 2286 – Peace Officer Powers
HF 2286 provides peace officers the same enforcement powers as other state peace officers, limited only by jurisdictional limits.

SF 2169 – DOT Omnibus Bill

SF 2169 contains a variety of changes under the purview of the Iowa Department of Transportation including:
Financial Liability:  Requires a CD for financial liability be filed with the DOT and makes conforming changes.  

Licenses:  Includes texting while driving as an offense that disqualifies a person from driving a commercial vehicle if the conviction results in a suspension of the person’s non-commercial license.  Strikes a standing $250,000 appropriation for costs related to driver’s license suspensions and states that reinstatement fees will cover the costs.  

Signals:  Specifies the meaning of red arrow and yellow arrow signals.  Changes specifications on traffic lights so that the lights are in accordance with USDOT standards. 

Salvage:  Requires the DOT to certify officers to conduct vehicle salvage theft exams.  

Penalties:  Makes a person who willfully evades payment for a new registration subject to a 75% penalty.  Aligns the penalties for vehicle recyclers with motor vehicle dealers.  

Electric Cars:  Strikes the $25 registration fee and makes electric vehicles subject to the same registration fees as other vehicles as of 2013.  

Dealers:  Specifies that pre-licensing education must be completed in 24 months and CE courses must be completed during the 24 months prior to a person’s license expiring.  Allows for temporary permits for dealers to show cars at fairs or other events.  

Reports:  Strikes certain reports on biodiesel and purchase of plastic products.

SF 2173 – Emergency Service Surcharge

SF 2173 would allow townships to impose a service charge for fire and emergency services.  Fire protection would be charged to the property owner and emergency services to the recipient.  The service charge would be limited to no more than the cost of the service.  Unpaid fire protection charges would be a lien against the property and civil collection of unpaid charges would be authorized after 6 months.










