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Capitol Lock Down
On Tuesday, April 3rd the Capitol was locked down for about four hours due to a suspicious substance being mailed to Representative Abdul-Samad.  The suspicious white powder arrived in the mail, along with a threatening message.  Hazmat teams from Des Moines came to the Capitol to collect and test the substance, which was found to be non-hazardous.  Lawmakers, lobbyists and others were asked to wait in the Capitol until the testing was finished, and then allowed to leave at approximately 8:00pm.  

Elimination of Office of Drug Control Policy

SF 2313 - Administration and Regulation Appropriations Bill
The House and Senate remain at odds over the future of the Office of Drug Control Policy.  The Senate’s version of the budget would reduce ODCP state funding from $290,000 to $80,594 and authorized staff from 8 to 2.  Additionally, the Senate proposes to transfer ODCP to the Iowa Department of Public Safety. 

Although the House initially approved similar changes, they subsequently reversed course.  An amended House-passed version of the budget bill would provide $290,000 to ODCP (their current level of funding), but reduce staff from 8 to 6.  Additionally, the House removed language that would transfer the ODCP to DPS.
The Governor’s recommendation calls for $346,213 and 8 staff to restore last year’s cuts and continue ODCP as an independent executive branch agency.
SF 2313 appears headed for Conference Committee, as the House and Senate have approved different versions of this budget and neither are willing to recede.  A conference committee will likely be named the week of April 9th.  
LEGISLATION
SSB 3197 - Public Safety Training and Equipment Trust Fund
SSB 3197 establishes a public safety training and equipment trust fund by using a portion of the insurance premium tax paid by Iowa insurance companies.  Money in the fund would be used to assist law enforcement agencies, EMS and fire departments in purchasing necessary equipment and paying for ongoing training of those public safety personnel.   A governing board would be responsible for determining how money in the fund should be allocated each year.  

SSB 3197 establishes a task force to consider and develop the strategies related to this new Fund and its governance.  The task force will include representatives of law enforcement, fire, EMS, unions, cities, counties, and state departments.  It is required to issue recommendations to the legislature by December 31st of each year, through 2015.  Additionally, the task force must issue a final report in 2015 that addresses consolidation of public safety entities into one governing board; development of a joint police and fire training facility; and other recommendations related to training.
SSB 3197 was approved by the Senate Appropriations Committee on Thursday, April 5th and now moves to the full Senate for consideration.  It is anticipated that the Senate will make some changes to the bill before passing it over to the House.  

HF 2450 - Traffic Camera Ban
HF 2450 eliminates the use of automated traffic enforcement devices (speeding and red light cameras).  The ban would go into effect upon enactment, meaning that those jurisdictions currently using such devices would not longer be able to do so.  Additionally, the bill requires that all equipment related to such devices be removed no later than July 1, 2012.  
HF 2450 was approved by the House on Tuesday, April 3rd by a vote of 58-42.  It was assigned to the Senate Transportation Committee, which is not expected to meet for the remainder of the year.  The Senate is not likely to consider this legislation in 2012.  
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